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‘The Printmakers’ Garden of Imagination’ exhibition was conceived by the 

Goldfields Printmakers group. Formed in 2012, artists from this collective of 

twenty-five printmakers have produced an exhibition of prints for Impact 12, an 

international printmaking conference in Bristol, UK. The wonderful aspect of ‘the 

multiple’ allows the same editioned prints to be exhibited concurrently at 

Newstead Arts Hub, in September, 2022. 

 

The Printmakers’ Garden of Imagination is an exhibition of prints that conjure a 

multiplicity of ideas, woven and tangential, from our experiences of gardens and 

nature. Living in isolation has underpinned a re-imagining of our creative 

expression; it could be the evocative aromas and nurturing shapes and textures of 

bush and forest walks, the contemplative nature of maintaining a garden large or 

small, gardens of botanical diversity, or the enjoyment of potted plants in the 

studio. 

 

Gardens provide us with many essentials. Some plants can survive on very little 

and produce beautiful flowers. From very basic printmaking materials and tools a 

diversity of creative expression abounds. Given the same plants, a group of 

gardeners will create unique and discernible garden spaces, just as print artists 

with similar tools and processes will bring forth a multiplicity of creative images. 

Gardens develop over time and space, just as a print evolves slowly, layer by 

layer. Gardens and prints; both reveal patterns of imagination and renewal, a 

palimpsest of future and past iterations, creativity in line and texture, colour and shape, 

detail and structure. The measured and reflective nature of printmaking is in 

contrast to the overpowering cacophony of social media and data streaming. The 

repetition of mark-making, of movements and thoughts, becomes almost a 

meditation or prayer for the nourishment of the soul. Just as the soil of a garden is 

the nourishment for the plants. 

Dianne Longley, Agave Print Studio  
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1. 
Dianne Longley 
Garden of imagination: Spring flowers 
2022 
intaglio and inkjet chine collé  
42 x 29.5 cm  
$500  
Edition of 12, 3 prints available 

 

 

2. 
Dianne Longley  
Garden of imagination: Winter citrus  
2022 
intaglio and inkjet chine collé,  
42 x 29.5 cm  
$500 
Edition of 12, 3 prints available 

 

I love my garden; I love my studio. My prints combine line drawings of my iconic 1970s 
A-frame studio with garden details. In one print outrageously large flowers sit upon my 
studio roof and float in the sky. In the second print a large sprig of citrus balances on 
garden foliage, floating in a wintry sky on a sun-warmed afternoon. Gardens take time 
to reveal their secrets, random or planned. Just so with the printmaking process, time is 
an integral element in the process of creativity. As I contemplate my garden, I perceive 
a sense of renewal as the seasons change as does the texture, colour and shapes in my 
garden landscape. Inside the studio new artworks blossom and are nurtured into prints 
or drawings. Inevitably though, lots of ideas float like petals on the wind towards 
obscurity.  
 
My prints are made using photopolymer plates. I combined drawing and photography to 
produce a film which was exposed onto Printight KM95 plate. I printed the plate in 
black, with the chine collé colour being an inkjet print.  
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3. 
Melissa Proposch  
Deadly Nightshade, 2022 
(from the series Mortificatio) 
digital pigment print on fibre gloss baryta 
paper 
42 x 29.7cm 
$275 
Edition of 5 plus one artist proof   

 

 

4. 
Melissa Proposch  
Hemlock, 2022 
(from the series Mortificatio) 
digital pigment print on fibre gloss baryta 
paper 
42 x 29.7cm 
$275 
Edition of 5 plus one artist proof  

 
Mortificatio: I tend to my night garden by moonlight. My plants make beautiful cut 
flowers.  Their thorns are so fine I feel no pain when they pierce my skin. Their berries 
are sweet, their tubers familiar, their potion tasteless. 
 
The lethal fruits of my toxic garden harbour death’s secrets. They remind us of the 
clandestine damage that poisons, bodily and psychic, can wreak within. Having slipped 
past our defences, they course through our bloodstream, eroding the integrity of our 
inner selves. We must beware of bad actors, yet many poisons are dose dependent, with 
the potential to both cure and kill. 
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5. 6. 
Catherine Pilgrim  
‘1850’s Dress’ 2022 (Dyptich) 
Lithograph from one stone with hand 
colouring and watercolour with coloured 
pencil 
42 x 30 cm 
$825 pair  
Edition of 5 
Three pairs available 

 
Catherine Pilgrim’s recent works revolve around narratives of women from goldfields 
history. 
 
Exploring the murky ground of historical sources, Pilgrim builds imagery suggestive of 
missing details and acknowledging the cultural myopia of early settlers.  
 
Imagination is required for any reading of history, especially when reviewing from a 
current standpoint where so much seems missing. 
 
The colour ultramarine blue (ubiquitous in domestic spaces with Willow China) is used to 
reflect the singular cultural view of early colonial settlers. 
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7. 
James Pasakos 
Tomatoes 2022 
Silk screen 
29.7 x 42 cm 
$225 unframed 

8. 
James Pasakos 
Olives 2022 
Silk screen 
29.7 x 42 cm 
$225 unframed 

My core works depict the Melbourne Docklands an area where my parents would take 
the young family for visits, often going fishing and spending the day out of the house. As 
a young child, I take in the ships docking, the billowing smoke of the factories and the 
industrial landscape. I also would recall the fresh fish my father would catch on these 
visits often eaten in the evening with a fresh Greek salad. 

Part of the Greek salad would consist of vegetables from the garden. During COVID19 my 
eldest son who loves gardening planted tomato plants and our olive trees produced lots 
of fruit. To be able to pick these out of the garden for our own Greek salad during these 
times was wonderful, as it brought back memories of my childhood, the Melbourne 
Docklands and it connected me back to my parent’s home – the island of Kos. 
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9. 
Marte Newcombe 
Careful with the Axe 
Giclée print 
23 x 24 cm 
$300 
Edition of 10 
4 prints available 

 

 

10. 
Marte Newcombe 
Exit from Eden 
Giclée print 
18 x 17.9 mm 
$300 
Edition of 10 
4 prints available 

 
I have had the inspiring experience over the past two and a half years of exploring the 
bush on daily walks in Dja Dja Warring country. I have discovered in my travels a rich 
and colourful abundance of life in flora and fauna. I am using the photographs taken on 
these walks to create compositions based on my discoveries and in some instances, 
combining them with sculptures from past exhibitions.  
 
The compositions are created in Adobe Photoshop and printed on 100% archival rag 
paper.  
 
I would like to acknowledge and extend my appreciation for the Dja Dja Wurrung* 
People, the Traditional Owners of the land that I have been walking on. I pay my 
respects to leaders and Elders past, present and emerging for they hold the memories, 
the traditions, the culture and the hopes of all Dja Dja Wurrung* Peoples. I express my 
gratitude in the sharing of this land, my sorrow for the personal, spiritual and cultural 
costs of that sharing and my hope that we may walk forward together in harmony and in 
the spirit of healing. 
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11. 
Emma Stoneman 
Tracing the Steps: Loss & Discovery 1.1 
Archival inkjet print 
35.5 x 24.7 cm 
$180 
Edition of 7 + 1 A/P 
2 prints available 

 

 

12. 
Emma Stoneman 
Tracing the Steps: Loss & Discovery 2.1 
Archival inkjet print 
35.5 x 24.7 cm 
$180 
Edition of 7 + 1 A/P 
2 prints available 

 
We are one and the same, human and nature. We share the same force, of life and 
death. 
  
The force that through the green fuse drives the flower 
Drives my green age; that blasts the roots of trees 
Is my destroyer. 
And I am dumb to tell the crooked rose 
My youth is bent by the same wintry fever. 
  
Thomas, Dylan. "The force that through the green fuse." The Dylan Thomas Omnibus, 
Phoenix Press, 1995, pp.11-12. 
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13. 
Loris Button 
In the Artist’s garden: messmate 
stringybark with blue banded bee 
Linoprint and collage on Kitakata, 
chiyogami & BFK papers 
29.7 x 42 cm 
$295 
Edition 2/3 
1 print available 

 

 

14. 
Loris Button 
In the artist’s garden: pomegranate 
with eastern spinebills 
29.7 x 42 cm  
$295 
Edition 2/3  
1 Print available 

 
For these prints I have taken the title of our exhibition, ‘The Printmakers Garden of 
Imagination’ quite literally. My home and studio are located on the edge of a small 
town in country Victoria.  
 
The garden, while just the size of a suburban block backs on to a remnant patch of 
bush, providing a wonderful borrowed landscape. Within the garden the dominant tree 
is a large Messmate Stringybark (eucalyptus obliqua). This flowering tree provides 
habitat for a great many native birds, as well as insects and possums, causing me to 
spend a lots of time just looking at the various inhabitants, as well as the play of light 
through the large canopy at different times in the day and in differing weather 
conditions. Blue Banded bees (amegilla) are like tiny hummingbirds and Eastern 
Spinebills (acanthorhyncus tenuirostris) are frequent visitors to any flowering plant, 
whether it is a native or introduced species. Similarly, I never tire of looking at the 
spectacular vermillion flowers of the Pomegranate (punica granatum) followed by the 
deep red of the fruits in its golden autumnal foliage. All stay in my mind’s eye feeding 
my visual imagination on a daily basis. 
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15. 
Diana Orinda Burns 
Letting Go #1 
Collagraph 
29.7 x 42 cm 
$275 
Edition of 5 

 

 

16. 
Diana Orinda Burns 
Letting Go # 
Collagraph 
29.7 x 42 cm 
$275 
Edition of 5 

 
In my garden irises grow, their shapes complex and intriguing, the colours bold and 
beautiful, compelling in their structure, contradictory in their appearance of strength 
and fragility. 
 
The two prints in this exhibition are a continuation of a series called - The White 
Shadow. They are an exploration of contemplation and endeavour, death and beauty, 
and a search for a profundity of stillness, an inquiry into the invisible power of beauty 
and creativity. 
 
The symbolism of the iris is interpreted through the colours of cobalt and the 
ultramarine. These playful compositions explore the joy of the creative spirit. 
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17. 
Barbara Semler 
Serenity 1 
Collagraph 
42 x 30 cm 
$210 
Edition of 5 
2 Available 

 

 

18. 
Barbara Semler 
Serenity 2 
Collagraph 
42 x 30 cm 
$210 
Edition of 5 
2 Available 

 
The nourishment that comes from seeing, feeling, remembering, and imagining the 
trees in our forest creates a balm for the soul. The images created using the structure 
of Eucalyptus Baueriana – The Blue box tree remind us of the serenity that comes from 
time spent in the Box Iron Bark Forest 
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19. 
Jan Palethorpe 
Pearls for Lillian  
Etching lithograph, stamps 2022 
26 x 39 cm 
$300 
Edition of 5 

20. 
Jan Palethorpe 
The briny tears of fine art curators 
Etching lithograph, stamps 2022 
26 x 39 cm 
$300 
Edition of 5 

Using old prints like compost, that gather and become richer with time these prints are 
layered with etching, lithography and stamps. Old images resurface, and meaning is 
altered in new contexts. 

Pearls for Lillian 
This work is dedicated to my friend artist Lillian Townsend 16 June 1934 – 25 July 2022. 
The lithograph of a head is superimposed by a silver etching of a pearl shell, and within 
the head stamps of a various symbolic nature swim. 

The Briny Tears of Fine Art Curators  
I have included part of my poem ‘Ways to Wrap Christo’ in this image, overlapping an 
etching dug up many years ago of Mehendi feet. (curators are crying because Christo 
gave them little to curate or attach any ridiculous meaning to)  
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21. 
Anne Langdon 
Monument 
Reduction linocut 2022 
39 x 26 cm 
$300
Edition of 2/9 
2 available

22.
Anne Langdon 
Glory 
Silkscreen 2022 
29 x 42 cm 
$300 
Edition of 2/9 
2 available 

 

The two works ‘Glory’ and ‘Monument’ are an expression of my home environment. The 
local bush is where I walk every day and the red trees are a plantation on our property. 
The beauty of all this nature is almost overwhelming and provided me with a sense of 
‘can I even hope to express it all!’  

The two different techniques of reduction linocut and silkscreen provide an additional 
contrast in my two works.  
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23. 
Deborah Klein 
The Heavens Declare (1) 2022 
Linocut, Chine-colle 
20 x 15 cm 
$350 
Edition of 30 
The first two prints in the editions are 
currently available. If additional works 
sell, there will be a short waiting period.  

 

 

24. 
Deborah Klein 
The Heavens Declare (2) 2022 
Linocut, chine-colle 
20 x 15 cm 
$350 
Edition of 30 
The first two prints in the editions are 
currently available. If additional works 
sell, there will be a short waiting period.  

 
My two linocuts, the beginning of an ongoing series, reinforce an enduring connection to 
the UK, where I lived for several years, and Australia, where I was born and raised, 
including my present home in the Victorian Goldfields city of Ballarat.  
 
The body decorations of my protagonists are loosely based on details from The Heavens 
Declare … (circa 1910), an embroidery designed and stitched by May Morris (1862-1938), 
the prolific, multitalented daughter of William Morris (1834-1896). Her work, which I 
discovered during the lockdowns, also draws its inspiration predominantly from nature.  
 
The Heavens Declare (1) recalls the tangled wild rose bushes often found on the 
goldfields that were originally planted by British colonists as sentimental reminders of 
the home country. 
  
The Heavens Declare (2) references the introduction of orange trees to Australia. In 
1788, orange seeds were brought over by Captain Arthur Phillip, the first Governor of 
New South Wales. Reverend Richard Johnson, Chaplain of the fledgling colony, 
subsequently planted a small orange grove in Bridge Street, Sydney. They were the first 
orange trees in Australia to bear fruit. 
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25. 
Jackie Gorring 
A’dale pare downer, 2022 
Relief print 
42 x 29.7 cm 
$250 
Edition of 5 

 

 

26. 
Jackie Gorring 
Lone hand porker 
Relief print 
42 x 29.7 cm 
$250 
Edition of 5 

 
A’dare Pare Downer - the image is about paring back a garden and also paring back life, 
simplifying, cleaning up, clearing out the debris, lopping the intrusive creeping vines 
that suffocate. 
 
Lone Hand Porker- the image is a local pig wallowing at the dam. He is a monster. 
I came across him and others resembling rocks and camouflaged quite well, merging 
with the mud. I imagine the pigs are moving rocks, their solid shapes rearranging 
themselves in a landscape.  
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27. 
Marie Mason 
Orange Flare 1 
Reduction Lino print – hand colouring 
30 x 42 cm 
$300 
Edition of 10 
2 available 

 

 

28. 
Marie Mason 
Orange Flare 2 
Reduction Lino print – hand colouring 
30 x 42 cm 
$300 
Edition of 10 
2 available 

 
Marie Mason is a printmaker now based in Ballarat, Victoria. 
Marie's works are mainly inspired by the Australian landscape. They vary in size from 
30cm x 30cm to 90cm x 40cm whatever suits the scene best. 
 
Marie says, ‘I am trying to separate and simplify the patterns of nature and print them 
accurately together to show the beauty and diversity of God's creations. The presence of 
sunlight and shade in the landscape, twilight shadows and water, are all fascinating 
challenges. The two prints for IMPACT 12 showcase the sun’s last flare on our timbered 
garden. It happens most afternoons and lasts about three minutes. I love making 
beautiful, interesting pictures and am addicted to printmaking.’ 
 
I am influenced by the strong pattern and line work of Claude Flight, Eric Thake, Thea 
Proctor, Margaret Preston, Murray Griffin, Hans Heyson, El Greco, van Gogh and Picasso 
and the Fauves, also current top Australian printmakers. 
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29. 
Penny Peckham 
Five of Seaweeds 2022 
Linocut and Collage 
29.7 X 42 cm 
$150 
Edition of 5 

 

 

30. 
Penny Peckham 
Nine of Seaheads 2022 
Linocut and Collage 
29.7 X 42 cm 
$150 
Edition of 5 

 
My work has had quite a domestic plant focus during the past few years when we have 
all been required to stay close to home – plants from my garden, plants growing in old 
teapots and other domestic vessels and trees seen on my daily walks in the Botanical 
Gardens. Since I’ve been able to get to the beach another plant form – seaweed – has 
begun to feature. These two works include groups of two of my favourite plant forms – 
seedheads and seaweed – gathered together and numbered with a Roman Numeral in the 
complementary colour the works seemed to need, and which suggest cards from an 
imagined Tarot pack.   
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31. 
Susan Clarke 
Afloat 2022 
Reduction Lino Print 
29.7 x 21 cm 
$140 

 

 

32. 
Susan Clarke 
Imagined 2022 
Reduction Lino Print 
29.7 x 21 cm 
$140 

 
Susan’s artworks were inspired by her many walks in the Ballarat Botanical gardens during 
the lockdowns and afterwards.   She has found the peacefulness of the gardens and the 
surrounds a perfect location for her ‘imaginings’.   When it is all broken down to what is 
important, the limited palette also helps to accentuate the simple things in life. 
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33. 
Robyn Gibson 
Here, under our feet I, 2022 
Etching on aluminium plate  
35.5 x 29.7 cm 
Edition of 5 
$250 

 

 

34. 
Robyn Gibson 
Here, under our feet II, 2022 
Etching on aluminium plate  
35.5 x 29.7 cm 
Edition of 5 
$250 

 
These prints are part of a current series exploring my relationship to the Australian 
landscape, and particularly as experienced through walking in the ancient riverbed 
landscapes of the Finke River in the Northern Territory last year. Letting 'the land work 
through me' as I walked, in silence, listening, observing, staying open and receptive: 
these images are spontaneous responses to the memory of walking, the memory of the 
potent energy and cultural history of those places. There's a weight and intensity to 
these memories that is expressed in the dark etched areas, with lines of possibility 
leading out of the image. This 'garden of imagination' is one of reconciliation with this 
land, with the earth under our feet.  
 

 
 




